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So much has of late been written on the subject of Parish Registers, introduction. 

that it would appear needless to say more on the matter ; and yet the 

Bill introduced into Parliament by Mr. Copeland Borlase, M.P., F.S.A., Bin of Mr. 

would seem to indicate considerable ignorance of the actual necessities ' 

of the case, both as to their state of preservation and the circumstances 

surrounding them. 

It is strange that a class of documents containing so much absolute specuichanujter 
information which is utterly unattainable from any other source, and the ^"1^1^*°^ 
destruction of any portion of which is irreparable, should have escaped ^n^i«"We. 
the commendable exertions of the Public Record Commission ; for the 
information they contain is of personal interest to all classes of the 
community. 

These records are becoming more and more appreciated and referred increasing 

- . - 1 rrn 1 • 1 appreciation of 

to for vanous purposes, uterary and personal. That their removal to ^^ records, 
some central place of deposit for safe keeping was generally objected to oiMectionto 
by nearly all those interested in them is not to be wondered at They removal from 

•^ "^ •^ their respec* 

rightly urge that it is an injustice to remove any roister from its tive parishes. 
respective parish without really accomplishing the end in view ; for it 
only removes them from places where their liability to destruction by 
fire is little, if at all, greater than in the proposed place of central deposit; Their m«^ not 
and whereas in the former case only one register would be lost at a time, ccntrauauon. 
in the latter all, or a large portion, would perish together. 
Now both sides have overlooked the chief danger to which all these The greatest 

*^ ^ ^ enemy to the 

old registers are exposed in common, a danger that is insidiously but gj^^^*^ ^ 

constantly at work destroying them ; viz., the destruction of parchment SStlnu^Seir 

and ink by the eflfect of damp and time, the result, to a very great Sr^rtJST 

extent, of past neglect ; and this the most careful locking up in iron safes locked up. 
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will not prevent In doing this their worst enemy is locked up with 
them, and within their prison continues his ravages upon them. 

Their state of decay is much worse than appears to be at all imagined. 
To refer to just a few out of the very many that might be cited. In one 
case a register written on paper, on being most carefully turned over to 
make extracts, was found to be falling to pieces, the searcher's coat 
being literally covered with small bits of the paper. In two other 
instances, in adjacent parishes, the registers are on parchment, but only 
a small portion of them still exist; emd these, like most of the old 
registers, much defaced by damp and consequent decay. In one parish 
in the south of Devonshire the earlier portions of the register have 
much the appearance of fine lacework, the leaves being completely eaten 
through in lines and holes by the damp. In another parish the remains 
of all the registers prior to about 1670 are tied up in four rolls, which 
are in such a state of dilapidation, that, if the greatest care and skill is 
not used in unrolling them and copying them at once, large portions 
must perish. Nor are these solitary instances. Decay and obliteration 
can be seen going on in all to a greater or less extent. Those who have 
given careful attention to the subject, and examined closely a large 
number of registers, can have only one opinion; namely, that speedy 
transcription is the only method by which these priceless records can be 
preserved to the country for any length of time ; and the importance of 
speedy action being taken cannot be too strongly urged. 

But the simple transcription of the older registers will only very 
partially accompUsh the desired object — first, their permanent preserva- 
tion ; and secondly, their greater accessibility for reference. The heaviest 
item of expense would have been incurred in the transcription, while 
the printing of a few copies, say fifty, would not involve an addition to 
the cost at all commensurate with the advantages gained; viz., their 
greater safety and accessibility by distribution in difierent places of 
deposit, as hereafter proposed. 

It will be seen that this plea for active steps being taken for the per- 
manent preservation of Parish Rasters casts no reflection on the clergy 
who are their custodians, but that the causes of decay are beyond any 
care of theirs to arrest ; and before passing from this point, the writer 
would here express his indebtedness to those clergymen whom he has 
visited to examine and make extracts from their registers, for the 
courteous assistance they have rendered him in his researches, a 
courtesy frequently extending to kindly hospitality to the stranger 
whose pursuit of knowledge had brought him within their gates. The 
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plan hereafter propounded is of course suggestive, and open to modifica- 
tion as to extent, &c., according to the amount which Parliament might 
see fit to vote ; but there is no doubt that a. very great deal could be 
accomplished for a comparatively small outlay by selecting for its 
superintendence officers who, having their hearts in the work, would 
carry it out with economy and despatch, so that in the course of a few 
years very considerable progress would have been made. 

On the completion of every register down to the eai of the year 
1799, it would be advisable to carry on the work down to the end of the 
year 1849, and from that date to continue the work every fifty years. 
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That seeing the dilapidated and rapidly-perishing state of a very large 
portion of the earlier Parish Registers, made according to divers Acts of 
Parliament, for the recording of all christenings, marriages, and burials, 
and seeing that from this decay the only hope of their permanent pre- 
servation is their being speedily transcribed, this shall be accomplished 
gradually in the maimer following : A department shall be formed, to 
be styled "The Parish Begister Preservation Department," and shall 
consist of an inspector-general, four inspectors, twelve clerks or writers, 
a secretary, an accountant and keeper of books and records, and an index 
compiler. The department shall also be provided with one or more 
small printing presses, the necessary type, compositors and printers at 
the discretion of the inspector-general 

The clerks or writers, secretary, accountant^ &c., shall be appointed by 
the Civil Service Commissioners, a sine qua non in the examination of 
the clerks or writers being the ability to read the old and obscure 
writing of early registers. The index compiler shall give evidence of his 
ability for his special work. 

The duties of the inspector-general shall be : First, to appoint to the 
inspectors and to himself districts for the inspection of the register- 
books therein, and afterwards to receive the reports of the inspectors 
and to determine therefrom in what order the parishes reported on shall 
be proceeded with, and which of the books actually brought in shall be 
first taken in hand; and secondly, to generally direct, control, and 
superintend the work of the department of which he has charge, and 
for the due efficiency and economy of which he shall be responsible to 
Parliament, to whom he shall furnish an annual report of the progress 
made each year. 

The inspectors shall visit the districts allotted to them, personally 
inspect and report fully on each register, the dates of commencement, 
extent, state of preservation, and place of deposit. In cases where, in 
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their judgment, any register claims immediate attention, they shall take 
it forthwith into their keeping, and shall place such registers, together 
with their reports, before the inspector-general at such time as he shall 
appoint 

The clergyman or other person having the custody of any roister ^^^^^^'^th 
shall deliver over such register-books into the hands of any inspector inspectors. 
demanding them, on the production of his warrant for so doing under 
the hand and seal of the inspector-general, and shall receive a receipt 
for the same on a form for the purpose provided. 

The custodian of any bishop's or archdeacon's transcripts shall deliver ^^^^^^ 
to any duly-appointed messenger, of whose visit he shall have received ^^j?^°*' 
seven clear days' notice, the transcripts of such registers as the inspector- 
general may have in such notice applied for, receiving an acknowledg- 
ment in writing for the same ; or the inspector-general may direct the 
whole of such transcripts to be packed and brought to him in the care 
of one of the inspectors. 

The work of transcription (where necessary) shall be executed by the ""jJ^^J^^yon 
clerks or writers under the immediate inspection and superintendence of ^y the cWks 

* * or writers. 

the inspectors, who shall render any necessary assistance in partially 
obliterated and otherwise obscure parts, and direct interpolations from 
the bishop's and archdeacon's transcripts. In all cases when the 
registers are sufficiently legible to allow of its being done, any additions 
or variations from the bishop's transcripts having been marked, the 
clerks shall read direct to the compositors from the register itself. The 
inspectors shall also have the proofs read to them. 

The inspector-general shall, with the assistance of one of the '"oeneiSrsiSii 
inspectors, test, in such ways as he shall deem best, the correctness of i^d^e?'th? 
the revised proofs, and authorize the copies being printed. SrStecu" ^ 



Fifty copies of each register shall be printed. Of the fifty copies Fifty copies to 
printed thirty copies shall be official copies, and as such shall be stamped thirty to be 
with the seal of the department; and the inspector-general and two signed and 
inspectors shall set their signatures to the following declaration, which 
shall be printed on the page following that bearing the name of the 
parish or title of the register ; viz. : 

" We, the undersigned, do hereby declare that the following is a true 
and correct copy of the registers of the parish of , in the county 

of . In witness thereof we set our hands and seal of office this 

day of , an. dom. 18 ." 

Such copy so officially signed and sealed shall alone be legal evidence, offlciaiiy signed 
from which certified copies shall be produced in evidence. legai evidence. 

The thirty official copies are to be disposed of in the following mawwaiof 
manner; viz., three copies of its own register shall be sent to each 
parish, to be placed as follows : One copy in the church chest ; one copy Parish copies. 
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at the parsonage or cleigy-house ; one copy with the registrar of the 
district in which such parish is situated. 

One copy of every Parish Register in each county shall be deposited 
in the Probate Court of such county. 

One copy of every Parish Register shall be placed in the cathedral 
within the diocese of which such parish is situated. 

One copy of every Parish Register in each county shall be placed in 
not more than four Free Libraries in the respective county to which 
such registers belong, provided always that such libraries shall not be 
within twenty miles of each other, and provided also that the inspector- 
general is satisfied that, from the character of the building and the 
r^ulations affecting works of reference therein, such libraries afford 
reasonable guarantee of such registers being safely kept. 

Should there not be four Free Libraries within any county, then the 
four copies devoted to this purpose Shall be granted to any semi-public 
or proprietary library applying for them, provided the above conditions 
are always complied with, and provided further that free access be 
granted to persons making application to consult them, and that such 
persons be allowed to see and make extracts from the register of any parish 
or parishes, in a room where the librarian or other officer is in attendance, 
during the hours at which such library is open. Any person so visiting 
such library shall while there be subject to its rules and regulations. 

And it is provided further that the copies so deposited in such 
libraries, above provided for, are so deposited in trust, and shall con- 
tinue the property of the nation, and cannot be sold or otherwise done 
away with ; and that in the event of any such library being closed or 
dispersed, or other circumstances arising that shall render it advisable for 
their safety and public utility, then such copies so entrusted to any such 
library shall be taken back by the head of this department or other 
duly-appointed person. 

One copy of every register shall be deposited with the Registrar- 
General at Somerset House. 

One copy of every register shall be placed in the British Museum. 

One copy of every register to be placed in the Public Record Office. 

One copy of every register shall be placed in the Bodleian Library at 
Oxford. 

One copy of every register shall be placed in the Cathedral Library at 
York. 

The remaining copies shall continue in the keeping of the inspector- 
general of this department, one copy being for reference and the general 
use of the department, the others to be stored in dry and fireproof 
rooms, so that in the event of any particular copy being unfortunately 
destroyed by accidental fire or otherwise it may be replaced. 
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Each of the ojG&cial copies shall be strongly bound in leather. ^**£radL ^ 

Each register shall be accompanied with an index of names of persons, index. 
a general index for each county being subsequently added. 

The remaining unattested copies shall be sold, upon application being unattested 
made for any particular register or registers at the rate of ten shillings soM. 
per one hundred pages. 

A fee of one shilling shall be made for searching official copies during search fees, 
office hours, except in the case of those copies deposited in places whose 
regulations admit of their being consulted free. 

The clergyman of any parish shall, upon being requested to do so, ^^J^^^*^ 
make out a certified copy of any entry or entries on forms provided him 
for that purpose, and for each several entry he shall be entitled to the 
sum of two shillings and sixpence, and one penny for a stamp to be 
attached to each certificate, such certificate to be obtained either by 
personal application or by letter. In the latter case the amount of the 
fees must be sent with the application. 

The entries shall be abbreviated to avoid all needless repetition, the Abbreviauon of 

entries. 

pages being headed respectively Baptisms, Weddings, Burials, the 
entries being in the following form ; viz. : 

BAPTISMS. 

1646. May 10. George, s. of Stephen and Ann Lovell. 

„ Dec. 7. Rebecca, d. of Jerman and Honor Retallack, bo. Dec. 4.' 
1649. June 24. Francis, s. of John Beauford, rector, and Anne, his w., 

bo. June 15. 
„ Nov. 30. Judeth, d. of Robert Hoblyn, gent., and grace, his w., 

bo. Nov. 26. 

WEDDINGS. 

1663. May 19. Thomas Wame and Elizabeth Lovell. 

1664. July 25. Richard Hoblyn, Esq., and Anne, d. of John Carew of 

Penwame, Esq. 
„ Sept. 17. Thomas Hendra and Jane Hicks. 
1670. June 22. Nicholas Slanninge, Knt. of the Bath and Bart, and 

Mary, d. of James Jenkyn, Esq., deceased. 

BURIALS. 

1539. June 3. Agnes, d. of Henrie Arthur. 

„ „ 4. Richard, s. of Robert Tregona. 

„ Nov. 15. Elizabeth Crego, wid. 

1590. Dec. 6. Sir John Arundell, Knt. 

1664. Ap. 16. Jane, w. of William Arundell, gent. 

1665. Oct. 10. Anne, w. of Erancis Hearle, Rector of St. Erme. 
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All special information shall be entered, such as styles, titles, and 
designations, places of residence, and other particulars. The registers 
shall be collated with the bishops' and archdeacons' transcripts, as far as 
such still exist, and any variation in them that cannot be reconciled 
with the regular register shall be notified in a footnote ; but where they 
only give some additional particulars, the same shall be incorporated in 
the entry, as shall also any additional entries that may be wanting in 
the register itself, a mark being set to distinguish such additions. 

It shall be incumbent on any private individual, society, public or 
other library, in whose possession any register, or portion of a register, 
shall be, to send the same to the inspector-general of this department, 
to be copied or coUated as may be desired ; and in default, or knowingly 
neglecting to comply with a request for the same, they shall be liable to 
a fine of fifty pounds. Any register, or portion of a register, so sent 
shall be transcribed or collated, and returned with as little delay as 
possible ; and the person, society, or library owning the same shall be 
entitled to a printed copy of such register, or of the register of which it 
formed a part. 

The secretary shall carry on the correspondence of the department, 
and keep a record of its progress, reports, &c., and provide materials for 
the office, under the direction of the inspector-general. 

The accountant shall keep an account of all moneys and materials 
received and expended, and, as keeper of books and records, he shall 
have charge of all registers deposited in the office for transcription, and 
of all materials brought in for the use of the office, and shall serve out 
such as it is required. He shall also have charge of the stock of register 
volumes when printed. 

These transcripts shall in the first case extend from the earliest 
registers existing down to the close of the year 1799. 

No register shall be continued beyond the year 1799 until every 
register is completed to that date. 

On the completion of the transcription and printing of any register 
the original manuscript shall be returned to its proper parish, to be kept 
with the printed copy in the church chest as heretofore. The original 
bishops' and archdeacons' transcripts shall not be returned to their 
former depositaries, but shall be placed in the Public Secord Office, in 
charge of the Master of the Bolls, for safe custody. 

That a grant of fifteen thousand pounds per annum be voted for the 
payment of salaries, printing, and other incidental expenses of the 
depeirtment. 



vo 

Ol 






- 4 

o 
OC 

in 

X 

u 

H 
bl 
Id 

CO 

X 

a 






c 
• 



i 






u 



o 

0) 






f 



»- t 

0) 

o 

h1 



^ 



m 



^- w 




9 
O 



^ 



M 






2 S 



o 
o 

03 



u 




-P 



.a 

•H 

u 

Ph 

LO 
VO 



Cv! 



0) 

o 



^v; 



o 

c 








o 


CO 


c 


CSJ 


♦-^ 


C7> 


5**".i» 




tsiy 




a^ 


n. 


X5 


i.i 


> 


o^ 


*c5 


l> 


^ 


CNi 


c:> 









«A 



in 

C 

3 



V 

M 





\ 



